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Han Dynasty's Management of Northwest Ethnic Peoples and Its attitude toward 
Central and South Asian Nations in Terms of Shih Chi - Da Wan Biographies 
WANG Wen - guang'[] YOU Wei — qiong” 

(1. Yunnan University’s Center for Ethnic Studies of Southwest China's Frontier[] Kunming[] 650000[] Yunnan[] China; 
2. Center for Development Studies of Yunnan Normal University[] Kunming[] 650092[] Yunnan[] China) 
Abstract: The relation between Han nationality and Huns is the principal national conflict of Han Dynasty during the whole pe- 
riod of Qin and Han. In order to fight against Huns[] Zhang Qian was on a mission to seek an alliance with Yuezhi which was to 
the west of China. Shih Chi — Da Wan Biographies followed Zhang Qian' visit route and introduced the national conditions of the 
western region of China[] central Asia and even remoter western areas. It was the first time that Chinese people broadened their 
range of ethic studies[] from Han Dynasty to today’s central Asia or even to the Europe. Thus Chi — Da Wan Biographies has the 
character of World History. The understanding of western region was reinforced by Zhang Qian's diplomatic mission. From then 
on[] Han Dynasty started governing a part of nations in western region[] setting up political areas and enrolling them in a unified 
multi — ethic country. Chi -- DaWan Biographies’ recording of different western minorities is the ethnography in the second century 

BC. It is also the precious cultural treasure for us. 


Key words: western region; nation; communication; conflict 
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